Chronology of a hospital-wide measles outbreak: lessons learned and shared from an extraordinary week in late March 1989.
In March 1989, Mount Sinai Hospital, a community hospital in Hartford, Connecticut, faced a potential hospital-wide outbreak of measles when eight cases of measles occurred among medical personnel during several days. This article describes the chronology of events, from the initial discovery of the outbreak to the evolution of the hospital-wide containment program designed to protect patients and staff members. Measles IgG immune status was determined for 1249 employees during a 9-day period. Measles vaccine and immune serum globulin were administered to patients and employees. We offer advice from our experience for infection control practitioners who may face outbreak situations in their institutions.